[Exacerbations of Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease - Diagnostic Approach, Management and Follow-up Care].
Exacerbations are major events in the disease process in patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). They have a negative effect on the quality of life and the progression of the disease. Frequent exacerbations are associated with increased mortality. In addition to the optimal therapy, the prevention of further exacerbations and the attention to concomitant diseases are prognostically crucial for the patients. In this review article, current recommendations for the diagnosis, therapy and follow-up care of COPD exacerbations are summarized.